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IMC EVENTS IN NORTH AMERICA 


I, 


The IMC Conference at 
Wagner College, Staten Island 


When the Ad Interim Committee of the IMC 
meets at Wagner College, Staten Island, 
July 15-24, there will be in attendance 
an international group of fifty nationals 


‘from twenty countries in Asia, Africa, 


Latin America, Europe and North America. 
This body meets to conduct the business 
of the Council mid-term between the 
quadrennial meetings of the larger in- 
ternational Committee of the Council 
which is its supreme governing body. 


Many of the delegates at this meeting 
will also attend the World Council Evan- 
ston Conference in August. Among those 
prominent in IMC affairs, Dr. Hendrik 
Kraemer, Dr. P. K. Dagadu, Dr. John A. 


Mackay, Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Dr. 0. 


Frederick Nolde and Dr. Charles W. Ranson 
will appear on the Evanston program. 


Major attention will be given (1) to 
perfecting plans for carrying out pra- 


jects initiated at and since the 


Willingen Conference, 1952: (2) to take 
ing a fresh look at the over-all worida 
tasks of the IMC in the light of changing 
times; (3) to a consideration of new in- 
itiatives which may be required of the 
IMC; and (4) to a study of recommenda- 
tions by the General Secretary for staff 
functions and administrative operations. 


An invitation is being extended to 
friends of the IMC who are within casy 
reach of New York, to meet the confer- 
ence delegates on the afternoon of 


‘Saturday, July 17th. 
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If, Greater Boston IMC Assembly 
Six hundred members of Boston churches 
convened at the Old South Church on the 
evening of April 29th to hear Dr. 0O. 
Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on international 
Affairs, speak on "The Role of the 
Churches on International Affairs." The 
meeting was held under the auspices of 
the Greater Boston Committee of the IMC 
and the Massachusetts Church Council. A 
live discussion followed the address. 
This experience is being shared with 
eee ap ee churches, stimulating wid- 
oe the mission of the Church 
international affairs. The 
Nolde flew to Geneva, 
and. (See page 2, I) 
III. Laymen's Convocation on the 
World Mission of the Church, 
Wilmington, Delaware 


BHighty-four men from twenty Wilmington 
churches spent the day together Saturday, 
March 6th, in thought provoking consid- 
eration of the world task of the Church. 
They were Loath at the close to conclude 
the discussion, which centered on the 
responsibility of the local church. 

Dr. Charles Ranson, General Secretary of 
the IMC, and Mr. Norwood Jones, a layman 


active in IMC affairs, provided informa- 
tion a inspiration. A like event is 
pias a September, including other 


aekes, These gatherings are making a 
constructive contribution to Christian 
responsibility for world community. The 


Gate ‘ch Council was the spon- 


Wilmington 


soring body. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/world-mission-newsletter_1954-06 1 3 
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IV. IMC-WCC East Asia Secretary, 
Dr. Rajah Manikam, Coming to 
U.S vay 


Dr. and Mrs. Rajah B. Manikam will arrive 

in North America at the end of June to 

attend IMC and WCC conferences. They 
will travel in October’ as members of an 

international team in visits to a dozen 

| cities in the USA. The group will 


spend two or three days each in Washing- 
ton, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit, Indianapolis, 

St. Louis, Tulsa, Seattle, Oakland and 
Los Angeles. This is a continuation 

of the "Mission and Unity" program em- 
phasis of the National Council of 
Churches in the USA, conducted during 


1953-54. 
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_ SIGNS OF THE TIMES ON THE FIELD 


Cooperative action among Christian forces abroad, and events 
affecting the overseas work of the churches. Like straws in 
the wind, often overlooked, they indicate important trends. 


I. The Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs Represented 
in Geneva During the Asiatic 
Conference 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Director of CCIA, 
flew to Geneva on:April 30th to represent 
the churches around the world through 
the CCIA (jointly sponsored by the IMC 
and the WCC) in the interest of peaceful 
solutions of Asiatic problems being nego- 
tiated there. While in Geneva Dr. Nolde 
addressed an Ecumenical Service of 
Intercession in the Cathedral of St. 
Pierre. He began his address with these 
words: 


"As we meet in this Cathedral we know 
ourselves to be an integral part of a 
vast congregation around the world, ° 
‘whose members pray for God's help in 
bringing peace and justice to the family 
of mankind. I hold to the belief that 
God in his goodness makes available 
strength in proportion to the needs of 
the hour. Christianity was born in ad- 
versity, and Christians have risen to 
greatest heights when confronted by the 
most critical testse God will provide 
strength at this and at each succeeding 
moment of history, if we will only use 
what he placed at our disposal." 


EE. Lutheran Churches and the 
United Church of South India 
Share Fellowship 


The Lutheran Churches and the United 
Church of South India held a five day 
conference recently at Bangalore. The 
conference issued a joint statement: 

"We record with gratitude that in our 
discussions we have not found any basic 
disagreement on essential Christian 
doctrines. We agree that we are at one 
in seeking to know God's will as revealed 
in the scriptures, and to bringing the 
life and teaching of the Church into con- 
formity with it. We, therefore, reaffirm 
that the measure of doctrinal agreement 
between us is such as to warrant a closer 
fellowship than now exists between our 
churches." 


Throughout the lands of the Younger 
Churches, there is a strong movement 
towards the creation of organic Church 
Unions. The whole mission field is now 
dotted with new United Churches. One 

of the major problems confronted by the 
world Christian movement is the relation- 
ship of these Unions to the Missions and 
to world wide denominationalism. The 
IMC in cooperation with its constituents 
is wrestling with this problem. 
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ItI. A New Christian Audio-Visual 
Center for Jaran 


The erection of a two-story Christian 
Audio-visual Center in Tokyo was announced 
by RAVEMMCO, as $62,950 of the needed 
$75,000 has been pledged by mission 
boards. round adjoining the Aoyama 
Gakuin, a Christian school, has been pro- 
vided. Ground breaking ceremonies were 
held on March elith, with representatives 
from the Kyodan (united Church of Christ 
in Japan), the Lutheran Church, the 
Episcopal Church and others. The new 
center will serve all the Christian 
churches and organizations of Japan in 
various types of audio-visual aids in 
mass communications. Special emphasis 
will be put on the training of Christian 
leaders in radio, TV, and audio-visual 
aids through work shops and classes. 


Keen interest is being exhibited in such 
modern aids by the churches in every 
country. It is a type of service which 
can be done effectively only through 
cooperative effort. 

IV. Wells for Pakistan 

Freidel Peter, engineer-missionary of the 
Church of England in Canada, relates how 
the Technical Services Association of 
Pakistan has been able already to dig 
thirty wells in a desert area of Pakistan, 
thus rendering the land usable. This was 
made possible by funds given by Church 
World Service and several denominations 
for the purchase of equipment which could 
dig a three hundred foot well in twenty 
hours, instead of the three or four months 
required by older methods. 


Cooperative effort is extending this and 
other such humanitarian services into 
many countries. Foverty and starvation 
sa prevalent conditions upon which com- 
munism capitalizes in many underdeveloped 
countries where the churches are at work. 


vs A Ray of Light in African 


Race Relations 


A chair of Race Relations is being estab- 
lished in the University of Rhodesia. 


The “South African Outlook" comments: 
"With the new African Federation setting 
out on its adventure of inter-racial 
partnership, immense importance at- 
taches to intelligent understanding of 
what it really involves. The Salisbury 
Round Table has been guick to realize 
this and the necessity for having 
itative, inspiring teaching on the suod- 
ject at the University. 
gathered many of the Spee stu 
of the Federation irrespective of 
The Round Table members have undertal 
to raise the funds necessary for the 
dowment of a Chair of Race Relations. 
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The churches in Africa and elsewhere 
have a responsibility to find solutions 
for inter-racial conflict. 

VI. Indonesian Government Rebuilds 
a Protestant Church 

A Protestant church in Ambon, bombed 
during the war, was pete at a cost 
of $200,000 by the Indonesian Govern- 
ment. President Soekarno spoke as fol- 
lows at the dedication: "Indonesia is 

a national state in which the Islami 

and Christian religions can develop side 


by side." The new structure will seat 
1,500 people. There are about 2,6C0,00 
Protestants in Indonesia. The Frotestant 


Church of Indonesia is an autcnemous, 
indigenous church tbody of arout 1,100,000 
members which grew rapidly during the war 
period under Japanese occupation. Recog- 
nition by the president of this new 
nation where nationalistic feelings run 
high, is an important indication or 
regard for the place and work of this 
indigenous church. 

VII. A Christian Magazine's Status 
Confirmed in Iran 


the status of a Christian maga 
Iran has been hailed as repres 
historic progress in the freed 
press and of religion in that 

country. The decision closes a l 
case which began during the Mossa 
regime when the editor of a monthly 

magazine published by the Christian 
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Church of Iran, was accused of slandering 
the Moslem religion. 


In deciding the case the Justice stated, 
"There are articles and materials Payor= 
ing Christianity, but in view of the fact 
that there is a recognized Christian 
minority in Iran, the inclusion of such 
materials is not to be regarded as a 
crime." The editorial staff of the 
Christian magazine said, "the judge has 
confirmed the rights and liberties set 
forth in the Iranian constitution and the 
United Nations' Declaretion of the Rights 
of Man." One of the major aims of the 
IMC is to advance the cause of religious 
liberty and freedom of the press in all 
countries. 


VIII. Buddhist Revival Seen in Great 
Council Conclave to be Held in 
Burma 


Rev. G. P. Charles, Secretary of the 
Burma Christian Council (an IMC constit- 
vent), reports preparations for the 
Sixth Great Buddhist Council to be held 


in Burma commencing in May, 1954, and cone 


tinuing to May, 1956. It is expected 
that thousands of Mahatheras, who are 
scholars, will attend this gathering. It 
is estimated that the cost will exceed a 
million pounds sterling. Buddhists 


everywhere are offered an opportunity 
to contribute to the cost. What does 
this mean for the Christian Community 
in Burma and elsewhere? Is it to be 
feared or welcomed? Is the move re- 
ported below in IX the right kind of 
answer? 


IX. Institute for Study of Religions 
Formed in Japan 


The formation of an International Insti- 
tute for the Study of Religions in Jepan 
has been announced. Leading religion- 
ists from the faiths of Japan will serve 
as the Institute's Board of Directors. 
Its aims are to foster religious senti- 
ments as the spiritual foundation of 
modern society, promote research in the 
field of religious freedom and related 
human rights, not only in Japan but 
abroad as well. The director states 
that they will not compromise tne 
participating religions or engége in a 
search for a common denominator. They 
do not consider one religion eas gocd as 
another, or that all have the same our- 
pose. But it is believed that all 
faiths must either cooperate for a 
deepening mutual respect and unders 
ing, or accept responsibility for < 
disaster which threatens to engulf 
world in this age. 
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Publications Which May Be Ordered Through the IMC 


months on the field studying the training of the ministry in Latin Africa, is now 
available under the title Survey of the Training of the Ministry in Africa (Fart II). 


Price: 50¢ plus 5¢ postage; in quantities of ten or more, 40d each plus postage. 


Ecumenical Foundations--a History of the International Missionary Council end 


its nineteenth century background, by William Richey Hogg. 
Dr. John: A. Mackay of Princeton Theological Seminary writes: 


Concerning this book, 
"It is impossible to 


understand the background, genius, and problems of the ‘Ecumenical Movement’ with- 


out recourse to this pioneer attempt to chart its course." 


Published in 1952. 


The price is reduced from $5.00 to $3.00 in order to make the book more readily 


available to a larger number of readers. 


*¥ * & € & & &€ ® KH K * 
-Please address inquiries to: 


Orrin Rk. -Maciil 


Room 1124 


156 Fifth Avenue 


New York 10, New York 
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